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Hunterston B Update  
 
EDF Energy has been in discussion with the Office 
for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) to agree the return 
to service of Reactor 3 at Hunterston B following 
the completion of a recent inspection 
programme. The inspections confirmed the 
expected presence of new keyway root cracks in 
the reactor core and also identified these 
happening at a slightly higher rate than modelled. 
 
EDF Energy has today decided that, while Hunterston B Reactor 3 could return to operation from the 
current outage, it will remain offline while the company works with the regulator to ensure that the 
longer term safety case reflects the findings of the recent inspections and includes the results obtained 
from other analysis and modelling. The operation of other reactors is not affected. 
 
We have been working over many years to fully understand and prepare for these late life changes to 
the reactor core and regular inspections at all our plants have provided a clear understanding of how 
the reactor cores age. The longer term safety case will build on work already completed and EDF 
Energy expects that this will demonstrate that there are large safety margins both now and for the 
projected reactor lifetime. 
 
Over £100m has been spent on the graphite research programme which benefits from the expertise of 
our own team of specialists as well as academics at several leading U.K. universities.   
 
During this time EDF Energy may take the opportunity to carry out additional planned routine 
maintenance. 
 
We expect the unit to return to service before the end of 2018. This will result in a reduction in 2018 
nuclear output forecast of up to 3TWh.  
 
 
Notes to editors 
 
 Click here for more background on the graphite core 
 
 Download B-roll for Hunterston B here 
 
 Download a film in which Dr Jim Reed, Graphite Chief Engineer at EDF Energy, explains the role of 
the graphite core in our nuclear reactors 

https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/graphite-core
https://edf.thirdlight.com/file/1425560347/48275390388/width=-1/height=-1/format=-1/fit=scale/rev=1/t=423688/e=423857/k=7881634b/HNB%20B-Roll.mp4/download
https://edf.thirdlight.com/file/1425560347/48279434585/width=-1/height=-1/format=-1/fit=scale/rev=1/t=423688/e=423857/k=ba6a1bfd/EDF%20Energy%20Graphite%20720p%203.1.mp4/download
https://edf.thirdlight.com/file/1425560347/48279434585/width=-1/height=-1/format=-1/fit=scale/rev=1/t=423688/e=423857/k=ba6a1bfd/EDF%20Energy%20Graphite%20720p%203.1.mp4/download
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Hunterston B’s station director is Colin Weir. 
 
In 2017, Hunterston B produced enough electricity for 1.8m homes, avoiding 2.5m tonnes of C02 
emissions, like taking 1.1m cars off the road for a year. 
 
Hunterston B employs almost 500 people and 250 contractors. 
 
It recently marked 10 years without a lost time incident. That means no staff member or contractor 
had to take time off due to a work related injury. This is the longest run in the operational UK nuclear 
fleet. A total of more than 18.2m LTI free hours have been worked. 
 
EDF Energy contributes £54m per annum to the North Ayrshire economy where Hunterston B is based. 
 
Hunterston B has 2 Advanced Gas-cooled Reactors. These are called Reactor 3 (Turbine Generator 7) 
and Reactor 4 (Turbine Generator 8). Reactors 1 and 2 are on the Hunterston A site and are being 
decommissioned. 
 
Construction on Hunterston B started in 1968. The station has been generating electricity since 1976. 
 
 
For more information contact 
 
Sue Fletcher 
Senior External Communications Manager – Generation 
(T) 01452 653 267 
(M) 07736 727 964 
sue.fletcher@edf-energy.com 
 
 
About EDF Energy in Scotland 
 
EDF Energy is the UK’s largest producer of low-carbon electricity, meeting around one-fifth 
of the country’s demand and supplying millions of customers and businesses with electricity 
and gas. 

It generates electricity with eight nuclear power stations, more than 30 wind farms, one gas and two 
coal power stations, as well as with combined heat and power plants. 

In Scotland EDF Energy operates Hunterston B in North Ayrshire and Torness in East Lothian which 
employ more 2,800 staff and contractors across the two power stations and an office in East Kilbride. 
Our joint venture, EDF Renewables, operates seven windfarms in Scotland. These assets power stations 
generate enough electricity to power 4 million homes. 

The company also provides gas and electricity to more than 140,000 Scottish customers and is the 
biggest supplier of electricity by volume in Great Britain. It is the largest supplier to British businesses, 
including supplying 98 per cent of public sector bodies in Scotland after being awarded the country’s 
largest electricity supply contract by annual volume from April 2013. It offers innovative energy 
systems for commercial customers and digital innovation for customers at home. EDF Energy has also 
launched its own innovation accelerator, Blue Lab, which focuses on making customers’ lives easier. 

mailto:sue.fletcher@edf-energy.com
https://www.edfenergy.com/energy
http://www.edf-er.com/
https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/power-stations/hunterston-b
https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/power-stations/torness
http://www.edf-er.com/
https://www.edfenergy.com/about/energy-innovation
https://www.edfenergy.com/about/energy-innovation
https://www.edfenergy.com/blue-lab
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EDF Energy is leading the UK's nuclear renaissance with the construction of a new nuclear power 
station at Hinkley Point C. This will provide low carbon electricity to meet 7% of UK demand. The 
project is already making a positive impact on the local and national economy, British industry, as well 
as boosting skills and education. EDF Energy also invests in a range of low carbon technologies 
including renewables and battery storage. It is applying research and development expertise to 
improve the performance of existing generation and developing the potential of new technologies. 

The Better Plan is EDF Energy's framework for being a sustainable and responsible energy business and 
is an integral part of EDF's 2030 vision to be the efficient, responsible electricity company, and 
champion of low-carbon growth. The Better Plan is underpinned by comprehensive environmental and 
social programmes which have been recognised by a wide range of organisations. 

EDF Energy is part of EDF Group, the world’s biggest electricity generator. To find out more about the 
UK's energy challenges visit our energy futures webpages. 

https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/nuclear-new-build-projects/hinkley-point-c
https://www.edfenergy.com/about/sustainability-the-better-plan
https://www.edf.fr/en
http://www.edfenergy.com/energyfuture/
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